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Dates for the Diary

Student Value of the Term

House Points - Week Ending 6th DecemberLast Day of Autumn Term
Friday 20th December 2024 - Students finish at 12:30pm

Year 10 AP1 Assessments
Monday 20th - Friday 31st January 2025

First Day of Spring Term
Tuesday 7th January 2025

Leadership Message 

S.O'Neill
Designated Safeguarding Lead & Senior Student Development Lead

Christmas Dinner (Free for all students)
Year 10 - Wednesday 18th December 2024
Year 11 & Sixth Form - Thursday 19th December 2024

Presentation Evening
Wednesday 18th December 2024 - 4pm-5pm

December can be a time for joy and for families connecting, it can also be a time for additional stress and pressure that 
creates anxiety, and conflict between families. We are aware that these pressures can leave you feeling isolated and not 
knowing where to turn.

Finding the right support can be overwhelming; even just knowing where to start looking can be stressful in itself. We have 
tried to take some of this stress away by providing links and information for you on our website.

Under the 'Parents' tab on our school website, you can find a number of useful organisations: 
www.basildonupperacademy.org.uk/wellbeing-advice-for-parents-carers

Talking about what is causing us stress is important 
but can also be difficult; getting a teenager or 
young adult to talk can be even harder.

• Try talking while doing another activity such as playing a game or going for a walk.
• Don’t expect immediate responses, say you are there to listen when they are ready to talk.
• Let them know it is okay if they want to talk to someone else; as long as they are talking to someone.
• Would they prefer to write down what is on their mind, or text it to you?
• And if they do share what is troubling them, let them know you are there to help them through whatever it is.

Sometimes you do need to think outside of the 
box!

We are here to support you. You can contact us via our Contact Us page or through: 
safeguardingupper@basildonacademies.org.uk

To support us in identifying what areas of support are needed, please complete this short 
survey by clicking the link below or scanning the QR code. 
Sudent Welfare - Parent Survey

https://www.basildonupperacademy.org.uk/wellbeing-advice-for-parents-carers
https://www.basildonupperacademy.org.uk/contact-us
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=6BUEMbqKzEWy2VGe24CBWCfXc5WrlrtNlyptkP8CfZZUMzBNVU5YWVlXSkk4N0xZUVc1VTAxWFc1Wi4u&wdLOR=cC9DEEF57-60BF-42B7-98F8-7B8DF0C46241


Safeguarding our students is at the forefront of everything 
we do. Parents and carers can access information via the 
following link www.escb.co.uk which offers guidance and 
signposts to resources on various safeguarding issues. 
Please contact our safeguarding officers if you have any 
concerns about your own child or another student at the 
Academies.

Safeguarding

www.basildonupperacademy.org.uk/safeguarding

Spotlight on: A Level Photography

Full course information can be found by visiting the following 
link on our website: A Level PhotographyHome Learning

If you have any queries regarding home learning, 
including access issues or, to celebrate the work your 
child has completed at home, please visit the Contact Us 
page via the Basildon Upper Academy website and select 
the option for General Enquiries.

If you are interested in the world around you and your place 
within it, enjoy picture taking and would like to learn how 
to take better photographs that translate into creative and 
meaningful imagery then you would be very suited to the A 
Level Photography course.

If students are worried about their health, would like 
a confidential chat or would just like to find out more 
about how our school nurse can help them, the nurse 
can be found:

Every Wednesday 
Breaktime

Location: 
The Medical Room

School Nurse Drop In

Studying Photography will give you a greater understanding 
of the world we live in, and your place within it. You will 
be encouraged to explore subject themes with a personal 
interest to ensure that you are always on a meaningful 
creative journey.

Aspire - Believe - Achieve

All students are invited to take part in this year’s Christmas Jumper Day on the last day 
of term, Friday 20th December.

Non-uniform/Christmas Jumper Day 20th December

The Basildon Academies are raising money for Save the Children so we ask that a 
donation is made from all students participating in non-uniform. Staff will be at the 
front door with collection buckets to greet the students as they arrive.

 Students of the Week

Year 10 - Ntokozo.N (R10T2)

Year 11 - Layla.W (R11Z2)

Year 11 - Leah.F (R11Z2)

Sixth Form - Kai.L (R1213)

Congratulations to the following students who have been 
awarded Student of the Week for week commencing 2nd 

December 2024. 

http://www.escb.co.uk
https://www.basildonupperacademy.org.uk/safeguarding
https://www.basildonupperacademy.org.uk/_site/data/files/documents/sixth%20form/september-2024/773D128F9A7CCE048C66FAAC120E3DC4.pdf
https://www.basildonupperacademy.org.uk/contact-us


Miss Barnes Wins Human Kind Café Award for Outstanding Kindness
Student Development Champion Miss Barnes has been recognised for her incredible kindness, support, respect, and 
understanding, winning a competition run by the Billericay-based charity ‘Human Kind Café at the Basildon Skills Show. 
Miss Barnes received student nominations for her exceptional contributions to our school community.

In a wonderful surprise, Ram Goyal, founder of Human Kind Café, visited the school to personally present Miss Barnes with 
the award. The heartfelt recognition left Miss Barnes completely unaware until the moment of the presentation.

As part of her prize, Miss Barnes will enjoy a luxurious afternoon tea for two in London, complete with luxury transport. 
Congratulations, Miss Barnes, on this well-deserved recognition!

Year 11 Students Celebrate Success with Flip Out Rewards Trip
A group of 100 Year 11 students recently enjoyed an exciting day out at Flip Out 
Lakeside as part of the Upper Academy rewards programme. The students were 
recognised for their hard work and achievements, spending the day bouncing 
on trampolines and competing in thrilling games of laser tag.

The rewards programme not only celebrates academic success but also 
recognises those students who have made significant improvements during 
the term, whether it be through improved attendance or through the positive 
choices that they now make. The rewards programme is designed not only to 
celebrate achievements but also to foster a positive and supportive learning 
environment.

Miss Barnes alongside Ram Goyal, founder of Human 
Kind Café.

Miss Barnes with Year 11 students Chloe-Louise.G and Skarlet.W; two of the students who 
voted for her. 



Parent Drop In - Friday 13th December
This week's Parent Drop In will be on Friday 13th  December between 9am and 
10am.

There will be no need to book an appointment, just sign in at reception and 
staff will be happy to show you to the venue. There is no set topic for the drop in 
sessions, if we are not able to answer any specific questions, we will follow up and 
then feedback to you.

In today's digital world, the internet has become a vast playground of 
information and entertainment. However, it's also a place where young, curious 
minds can stumble upon content unsuitable for their age or maturity level. 
This is where internet filtering – AKA web filtering, content filtering, firewall 
filtering, or content control – comes into play. Click here to access information 
and support relating to the benefits of using internet filtering. 

Online Safety Hub Recommended Resource of the Week: The Power of Internet 
Filtering for Online Safety

The Online Safety Hub is an online resource with lots of expert advice and 
guidance to help find out how to keep our young people safe online.  You can 
access it for free here: Online Safety Hub - The Basildon Academies

Tassomai – Homework Learning Platform 
Tassomai is our designated homework platform for English, Maths, 
and Science. It provides students with daily challenges to support and 
reinforce their learning in these key subjects.

All parents/carers should have received an email invitation sent to 
the primary contact address listed on our MIS system. If you have not 
received this email, you can easily reset your password here: 
https://app.tassomai.com/password/reset

Username : school email address 
Password: SmartWayToStudy 
Students can change their password once they log in.

Parent/Carer Login:

Student Login:

We encourage parents to support their children in regularly using Tassomai to complete these daily challenges, which are a 
valuable tool for academic progress. For more information about Tassomai, please visit: 
https://www.tassomai.com/blog-content

The Basildon Academies is a smoke and vape free organisation. This prohibits the use of all 
tobacco products and e-cigarettes on, or in, any Basildon Academy property. This is in place 
to protect staff, students, and visitors from the effects of second-hand smoke in its buildings 
and grounds.

Important Notice: Smoke and Vape-Free Policy

Please be reminded that parents and visitors are not permitted to use any smoking products 
on the grounds of the academies, this includes in our carparks.

https://basildonacademies.onlinesafetyhub.uk/parent/articles/the-power-of-internet-filtering-for-online-safety-1
https://basildonacademies.onlinesafetyhub.uk/
https://app.tassomai.com/password/reset
https://www.tassomai.com/blog-content/2020/6/25/tassomai-app-for-parents-and-changes-to-the-dashboard


The Education Essentials Grant, funded through the UK Shared Prosperity Fund, provides a one-off payment of £360 to 
eligible students aged 16 to 19 from families receiving Universal Credit.

£360 for students with new Education Essentials Grant 

We have been asked by Basildon Borough Council to communicate the following message on their behalf. Please note 
we have no further information other than what has been shared below and parents are urged to contact the number 
provided below with any queries at all.

The grant is designed to help with essential costs, such as tuition fees, transport, and study materials, which might otherwise 
prevent students from continuing their education. Up to 360 young people will receive funding, with all payments to be 
made by 31st March 2025.

Further details, including eligibility criteria and the application form, are now available on Basildon Council’s website, at 
www.basildon.gov.uk/EducationBursary

If any family requires additional support completing the form, we encourage them to get in touch with the council directly, 
via 01268 533333.

The grant is limited to the first 360 successful applicants, so please do act soon to ensure your students can benefit.

We hope this scheme will provide crucial support to families facing financial challenges and allow more students to stay in 
education.

Yours sincerely,

Councillor Gavin Callaghan
Leader of the Council

Uniform Price Increase
We have been advised by our school uniform suppliers, SWI Schoolwear, that from February 1st 2025, there will be an 
increase in price across uniform of 3.4%, in line with Retail Price Index (RPI).

Should you require any additional uniform for your child, please order before the end of January to benefit from the current 
price.

https://www.basildon.gov.uk/EducationBursary


Follow The Basildon Upper Academy on our social media channels

You’ll need to:
•
•
•

• You’ll also need to have confidence in your 
•

children’s books, travel or technical writing.
•

•

•
•
•
•

•
•
•

Let’s Talk Money

There are a wide range of clubs and opportunities for pupils to contribute to the school and local community, 
for instance as charity ambassadors. This develops pupils’ self-confidence. Well-chosen visitors help pupils 
learn how to keep themselves safe and healthy.

https://twitter.com/Basildon_UA
https://www.facebook.com/BasildonUpperAcademy
https://www.instagram.com/the_basildon_upper_academy/


Follow The Basildon Upper Academy on our social media channels

Absence Procedures
To report a student absence please visit the Contact Us page via the Basildon Upper Academy 
website and select the option for Attendance.

Please familiarise yourself with our attendance procedures found on the school website within the Parent Information 
section, so you know who and when you need to contact us. www.basildonupperacademy.org.uk/attendance

•	 Parents/carers must contact the school by 8.30am each day their child is absent.
•	 If no reason has been received for a child’s absence, the Academy will initiate first day calling.
•	 Parent/carers may be asked for medical evidence to support absences after 3 days or 

reoccurring absence patterns.
•	 Wherever possible, parents/carers should make appointments outside of school hours. If this is unavoidable students 

should attend school before and after the appointment.

https://www.basildonupperacademy.org.uk/contact-us
https://www.basildonupperacademy.org.uk/attendance




Our team of experts can work with households to apply
for grants and funding to help with your home energy.
Schemes like the Warm Home Discount can take £150 

off your bills and ECO Funding can replace heating 
systems as well as install insulation. Call us to see if 

you're eligible and start the process. 

Better Housing Better Health
The Warmth & Wellbeing Service

Better Housing Better Health (BHBH) is a service working locally
to improve your domestic warmth & wellbeing.  In a preventative
approach, our free helpline provides you with a single point of
contact for advice and support in order to help improve the
energy efficiency of your property and lower your bills. 

WE ARE HERE.

THE NATIONAL ENERGY FOUNDATION - REGISTERED CHARITY NO. 298951 - REGISTERED IN ENGLAND WITH LIABILITY LIMITED BY GUARANTEE NO 2218531

HOME ENERGY ADVICE

FINANCIAL SUPPORT

GET IN TOUCH 0800 107 0044
WWW.BHBH.ORG.UK

https://www.bhbh.org.uk/


Run by qualified, local club providers

Free holiday clubs, fun activities and food
across Essex and Thurrock!

Nutritious snacks and tasty meals

Sports and games, arts and crafts, cooking and so much more!

Family support, resources and guidance

Discretionary paid and paid for spaces

Specialist SEND, mental wellbeing and youth clubs

@EssexActivAte

www.activeessex.org

What is Essex ActivAte?
Essex ActivAte is the name for the exciting activity clubs
run by Active Essex! During school holidays, local club
providers across the county deliver free holiday clubs
and fun activities to get eligible primary and secondary
children  active, as well as support young people to make
friendships and learn new skills, helping to enhance their
wellbeing.

Please only book your child/ren a space at an Essex
ActivAte club if they will attend. If they are booked on
and do not attend, other children may miss out on this
beneficial opportunity across the holidays.

Turn this flyer over
to read more on how

to book a space!

https://www.activeessex.org/children-young-people/essex-activate/



