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Student Value of the Term

House Points - Week Ending 7th February

Leadership Message - Online Safety

  
Dates for the Diary

Half Term
Monday 17th - Friday 21st February 2025

National Apprenticeship Week
Monday 10th - Sunday 16th February 2025

Year 11 AP2 Assessments
Monday 24th Friday 28th February 2025

Year 13 AP2 Assessments
Monday 10th - Friday 14th March 2025

National Careers Week
Monday 3rd - Saturday 8th March 2025

S.O'Neill
Designated Safeguarding Lead & Senior Student Development Lead

Navigating how to keep our children safe online can be challenging, confusing and at times quite overwhelming. Here are 
some tips and guidelines you can talk to your child about;

Think before you share: What you share online can stick around for longer than we think, including our photos, videos, and 
comments. It’s good to always keep this in mind. 
Keep private info private: Keep things like your address, phone number, full name, school and date of birth private, and 
check what people can see in your privacy settings. 
Know who you’re chatting to: When chatting to others online, keep an eye out for red flags, fake profiles, or anyone who 
might not be who they say they are. 
Spot the fakes: Not everything we see online is always going to be true. Spotting misinformation will help you feel more in 
control of your feed, your feelings, and your views of the world. 
Talk it out: If anything happens or something you’re not sure about, you don’t need to hide it or pretend it hasn’t happened. 
Chat to a mate, an adult you trust, or you can always contact Childline. 

We are totally committed to the digital safety and wellbeing of our students. As part of this, we are running a workshop 
dedicated to helping parents understand the risks their young people face in their online lives and the practical things 
parents and carers can do to help. Details will be released soon and we hope you will be able to join us for this hour-long 
workshop in which Lyndsey Vaughton, Training Lead for Education & Wellbeing at SmoothWall, will provide you with lots of 
valuable insights and tools, including:

- Information on the latest apps and games your young person may have access to.
- The harmful content your young person may be exposed to.
- How you can help your young person to safely navigate online risk.
- How to access our brand new and FREE Online Safety Hub with dedicated guidance for parents.
- An introduction to a parental app that allows you to control what your young person sees online, plus other important 
features.

Parent/Carer Online Safety Workshop

By joining us, you can win an enhanced license provided by SmoothWall to cover your children’s 
devices. A link will be sent to parents and carers before the event. We hope to see you there. 

If however, you are unable to join us for the webinar remember to look at our website where you can find 
advice and guidance on our safeguarding page; www.basildonupperacademy.org.uk/safeguarding

https://www.basildonupperacademy.org.uk/safeguarding


Safeguarding our students is at the forefront of everything 
we do. Parents and carers can access information via the 
following link www.escb.co.uk which offers guidance and 
signposts to resources on various safeguarding issues. 
Please contact our safeguarding officers if you have any 
concerns about your own child or another student at the 
Academies.

Safeguarding

www.basildonupperacademy.org.uk/safeguarding

Spotlight on: NCFE Level 2 Diploma Early 
Years Practitioner 

Full course information can be found by visiting the following 
link on our website: Level 2 Diploma Early Years PractitionerHome Learning

If you have any queries regarding home learning, 
including access issues or, to celebrate the work your 
child has completed at home, please visit the Contact Us 
page via the Basildon Upper Academy website and select 
the option for General Enquiries.

If you wish to pursue a career in caring for babies and 
young children, then this is the course for you. This course 
will provide you with the knowledge and understanding of 
babies and young children from birth to seven years of age 
with applied knowledge in the early years 0-5 years. Work 
experience is a compulsory element of this qualification.

If students are worried about their health, would like 
a confidential chat or would just like to find out more 
about how our school nurse can help them, the nurse 
can be found:

Every Wednesday 
Breaktime

Location: 
The Medical Room

School Nurse Drop In

 Students of the Week
Congratulations to the following students who have been 
awarded Student of the Week for week commencing3rd 

February 2025. 

Free Online Counselling Service

Aspire - Believe - Achieve

www.kooth.com is a free, confidential, safe and anonymous 
way for young people, aged 11-26, to ask for help from a 
team of highly qualified and experienced counsellors and 
support workers.

Kooth is a well-established, award winning online 
counselling agency and is accredited by The British 
Association of Psychotherapy and Counselling (BACP). 

The Basildon Academies is a smoke and vape free organisation. This prohibits the use of all 
tobacco products and e-cigarettes on, or in, any Basildon Academy property. This is in place to 
protect staff, students, and visitors from the effects of second-hand smoke in its buildings and 
grounds.

Important Notice: Smoke and Vape-Free Policy

Please be reminded that parents and visitors are not permitted to use any smoking products on 
the grounds of the academies, this includes in our carparks.

Year 10 - Rhiannon.D (R10S2)

Year 11 - Majdi.Y (R11Y2)

Sixth Form - Alfie.G (R1213)

The qualification content meets the Department for 
Education’s (DfE) Level 2 full and relevant criteria for a Level 2 
Early Years Practitioner in the workforce.

http://www.escb.co.uk
https://www.basildonupperacademy.org.uk/safeguarding
https://www.basildonupperacademy.org.uk/_site/data/files/documents/sixth%20form/september-2024/34676DCE4A0AF67031647083266BFB12.pdf
https://www.basildonupperacademy.org.uk/contact-us
https://www.kooth.com/
https://www.kooth.com/


Please ensure we have current contact information on file for you, including home address, mobile phone number, and email 
address. If any of your details have changed, email us at admin@basildonacademies.org.uk with the updated information.

Parent/Carer Updating Contact Information

Parent Drop In - Wednesday 12th February
This week's Parent Drop In will be on Wednesday 12th February between 2pm and 3pm.

There will be no need to book an appointment, just sign in at reception and staff will be 
happy to show you to the venue. There is no set topic for the drop in sessions, if we are 
not able to answer any specific questions, we will follow up and then feedback to you.

 
 

Tassomai – Homework Learning Platform 
Tassomai is our designated homework platform for English, Maths, 
and Science. It provides students with daily challenges to support and 
reinforce their learning in these key subjects.

All parents/carers should have received an email invitation sent to 
the primary contact address listed on our MIS system. If you have not 
received this email, you can easily reset your password here: 
https://app.tassomai.com/password/reset

Username : school email address 
Password: SmartWayToStudy 
Students can change their password once they log in.

Parent/Carer Login:

Student Login:

We encourage parents to support their children in regularly using Tassomai to complete these daily challenges, which are 
a valuable tool for academic progress. For more information about Tassomai, please visit: 
https://www.tassomai.com/blog-content

https://app.tassomai.com/password/reset
https://www.tassomai.com/blog-content


Absence Procedures
To report a student absence please visit the Contact Us page via the Basildon Upper Academy 
website and select the option for Attendance.

Please familiarise yourself with our attendance procedures found on the school website within the Parent Information 
section, so you know who and when you need to contact us. www.basildonupperacademy.org.uk/attendance

• Parents/carers must contact the school by 8.30am each day their child is absent.
• If no reason has been received for a child’s absence, the Academy will initiate first day calling.
• Parent/carers may be asked for medical evidence to support absences after 3 days or 

reoccurring absence patterns.
• Wherever possible, parents/carers should make appointments outside of school hours. If this is unavoidable students 

should attend school before and after the appointment.

https://www.basildonupperacademy.org.uk/contact-us
https://www.basildonupperacademy.org.uk/attendance


Follow The Basildon Upper Academy on our social media channels

Pupils in key stage 4 are well prepared for their next steps. They learn about a range of careers and, like 
students in the sixth form, they can study a range of vocational courses. Pupils with social, emotional and 
mental health needs (SEMH) who attend the school’s own provision also receive highly effective support 
that improves their behaviour and well-being.

What Qualifications do you 
need to do this job?

You'll usually need to complete a foundation 
degree, HND or degree.

Courses include:
electrical or electronics engineering

building services engineering
mechanical engineering

applied physics
aeronautical engineering

mechatronics

Job of the Week: 
Electrical engineer

What does a Electrical engineer do? 

Your day-to-day tasks depend on the industry you're in, but 
could include:
carrying out feasibility studies for new technical developments
drawing up project plans and circuit diagrams using computer-
assisted engineering and design software
estimating costs and project timings
coordinating the work of technicians and craftspeople
testing installations and systems, and analysing test data

Labour Market Information
UK jobs:  383,043
Essex Jobs: 8,415
Growth: +41.4%
Top 5 LEAs: 1. Hampshire (11,941) 2. Lancashire (9,111) 3. Essex 
(8,415) 4. Surrey (8,334) 5. Hertfordshire (8,186)

Let’s Talk Money
UK annual median: £53,488

https://twitter.com/Basildon_UA
https://www.facebook.com/BasildonUpperAcademy
https://www.instagram.com/the_basildon_upper_academy/




The Essex Activate Programme for February half term does not use the holiday activity vouchers, parents can book directly 
here: www.activeessex.org/children-young-people/essex-activate/halfterm-club/

https://www.activeessex.org/children-young-people/essex-activate/halfterm-club/
https://www.activeessex.org/children-young-people/essex-activate/halfterm-club/


https://www.activeessex.org/children-young-people/essex-activate/halfterm-club/


Skills Lab

Follow the QR code to book a place.

Register here!

The Health and Care Academy is working with Medical
Mavericks to provide a fantastic hands on workshop
where you can explore careers in the NHS whilst
getting the opportunity to practice your skills and take
basic medical obs! 

 
Activities include...

Record and print an ECG from your heart
Use a needle to take fake blood from a dummy arm
Try your hand at keyhole surgery
See inside your body with an ultrasound machine.
Scan your retina with a ophthalmoscope.
Listen to your pulse with a pulse doppler.
See your veins under a vein scanner.
Take basic medical obs.

This opportunity is available to students in Years 10 - 13,
who are thinking of a career in healthcare.

The workshops are available on Friday 21st
February and Saturday 22nd February, for a
morning session 9am - 12pm or an afternoon
session  1pm - 4pm, at Brentwood Community
Hospital, Crescent Dr, Brentwood, CM15 8DR

Practice your
skills at taking
basic medical

obs! 


