
The Basildon Upper Academy 
Newsletter  7th October 2024

  
Dates for the Diary

Student Value of the Term

House Points - Week Ending 4th October

Half Term
Monday 28th October - Friday 1st November 2024

Academic Progress Information Event 
Monday 21st October 2024: 4pm - 5pm

Armistice Day
Monday 11th November 2024

Year 11 Mock Exams
Monday 18th November - Friday 29th November 2024

Leadership Message

Anti- Bullying Week
Monday 11th November - Friday 15th November 2024

Parent Drop - Tuesday 8th October
This week's Parent Drop In will be on Tuesday 8th  October between 10:30am and 
11:30am.

There will be no need to book an appointment, just sign in at reception and 
staff will be happy to show you to the venue. There is no set topic for the drop in 
sessions, if we are not able to answer any specific questions, we will follow up and 
then feedback to you.

C.O'Keefe 
Assistant Headteacher & SENCO

Inclusion is at the heart of what we do. We believe that a truly inclusive environment benefits all students, helping 
them to develop empathy, cooperation and understanding. By making reasonable adjustments, adapting our teaching 
approaches, and ensuring accessibility in all areas of school life, we strive to remove barriers to learning and participation 
for our students with SEND.

Our school is a place where all students, including those with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND), are 
encouraged to reach their full potential. We recognise that each child is unique and, it is our responsibility to provide the 
right support, tailored to individual needs. Through close collaboration with parents, teachers and external professionals, 
we aim to identify when a student requires additional support, such as creating and implementing One Plans that assist 
academic success, emotional wellbeing and social growth.

Please remember to reach out for support by selecting 'SEND' via the Contact Us section on the Upper 
Academy website.

Thank you for your ongoing support; Let us continue this journey of learning, growth and success, 
together.

At the Basildon Upper Academy, our mission is to ensure that every student, regardless of their learning needs or 
background, feels valued, supported and empowered to succeed. As the new SENCO to the Upper Academy, I am deeply 
committed to making this vision a reality. 

https://www.basildonupperacademy.org.uk/contact-us


Safeguarding our students is at the forefront of everything 
we do. Parents and carers can access information via the 
following link www.escb.co.uk which offers guidance and 
signposts to resources on various safeguarding issues. Please 
contact our safeguarding officers if you have any concerns 
about your own child or another student at the Academies.

Safeguarding

www.basildonupperacademy.org.uk/safeguarding

Home Learning
If you have any queries regarding home learning, 
including access issues or, to celebrate the work your 
child has completed at home, please visit the Contact Us 
page via the Basildon Upper Academy website and select 
the option for General Enquiries.

 Students of the Week

Year 10 - Millie.S (R10T1)

Year 11 - Alfie.S (R11U2)

Sixth Form - Erika.E (R1213)

Congratulations to the following students who have been 
awarded Student of the Week for week commencing 30th 

September 2024. 

Students Explore Future Opportunities at Basildon Skills Show

If students are worried about their health, would like a 
confidential chat or would just like to find out more about 
how our school nurse can help them, the nurse can be found:

Every Wednesday 
Breaktime
Location: 
The Medical Room

School Nurse Drop In

Year 11 and Sixth Form students recently had the opportunity to attend the Basildon Skills Show, an event designed to help 
them explore various career paths, training opportunities and further education options. The event featured stalls from a 
range of universities, colleges and organisations such as Essex County Council, Ford, Leonardo, MotorAid and the University 
of Essex.

Students engaged with representatives from the organisations, gaining valuable insights into their future options. They 
asked questions about potential career paths, sought advice on training opportunities, and explored the possibilities of 
higher education.

“This has been very useful. I have received lots of information regarding apprenticeships and universities.” Ali.H – Year 12

“The event was really helpful because there were so many opportunities for us to explore. I think the Skills Show should be 
held more often.” Narain.J – Year 11

“Today was very insightful and has made me optimistic for the future.” Olivia.B – Year 11

“I think the skills event will help many students who are not certain what they want to do in the future. There was a wide 
range of ideas and options to discover and learn about.” Connie.R – Year 11

http://www.escb.co.uk
https://www.basildonupperacademy.org.uk/safeguarding
https://www.basildonupperacademy.org.uk/contact-us


Sixth Form Open Evening
On Thursday 3rd October, the Upper Academy welcomed prospective Sixth Form students and their families to our annual 
Open Evening. Throughout the evening, our subject specialist teachers and staff were available, presenting and discussing 
details of our A Level and applied general course.

To view detailed information on all of the courses available please visit: 
www.basildonupperacademy.org.uk/course-information

Pupils in key stage 4 are well prepared for their next steps. They learn about a range of careers and, like 
students in the sixth form, they can study a range of vocational courses. Pupils with social, emotional and 
mental health needs (SEMH) who attend the school’s own provision also receive highly effective support 
that improves their behaviour and well-being.

Spotlight on: A Level Art

Full course information can be found by visiting the following link on our website: 
A Level Art

Art is a form of communication and expression - a visual language, which deals with 
the construction and interpretation, of both personal and cultural meanings.

This course is designed to give learners an engaging and innovative creative 
learning experience, where art and design practices are integrated with contextual 
knowledge and understanding. The aim of this course is to build a broad foundation 
of critical, practical and theoretical skills which encourages creativity, analytical 
thinking and technical skills.

https://www.basildonupperacademy.org.uk/course-information
https://www.basildonupperacademy.org.uk/_site/data/files/documents/sixth%20form/may-2024/169F162DE10C4087F82B387209BA48DE.pdf


Follow The Basildon Upper Academy on our social media channels

Channels of communication are clear on an individual and collective level. The 
weekly newsletter is carefully crafted to keep parents informed and updated 
and the school website, which has recently been redesigned, is a well organised 
rich source of key information for parents.

You’ll usually need a degree or a master’s 

•
•
•

Let’s Talk Money

https://twitter.com/Basildon_UA
https://www.facebook.com/BasildonUpperAcademy
https://www.instagram.com/the_basildon_upper_academy/


Follow The Basildon Upper Academy on our social media channels

Absence Procedures
To report a student absence please visit the Contact Us page via the Basildon Upper Academy 
website and select the option for Attendance.

Please familiarise yourself with our attendance procedures found on the school website within the Parent Information 
section, so you know who and when you need to contact us. www.basildonupperacademy.org.uk/attendance

• Parents/carers must contact the school by 8.30am each day their child is absent.
• If no reason has been received for a child’s absence, the Academy will initiate first day calling.
• Parent/carers may be asked for medical evidence to support absences after 3 days or 

reoccurring absence patterns.
• Wherever possible, parents/carers should make appointments outside of school hours. If this is unavoidable students 

should attend school before and after the appointment.

https://www.basildonupperacademy.org.uk/contact-us
https://www.basildonupperacademy.org.uk/attendance


Young Minds
Young Minds is the UK’s leading charity committed to improving  the 
emotional wellbeing and mental health of children and young people. Just as 
people’s bodies can become unwell, people’s minds can become unwell too.

Young Minds offer information to young people and children about mental 
health and emotional wellbeing. If you need to talk, they can let you know 
about organisations that listen, plus they offer online support and info.

https://www.youngminds.org.uk/
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/

